
Policy D1 – Architecture and Placemaking 
 
To ensure high standards of design, new development must be designed with 
due consideration for its context and make a positive contribution to its 
setting.  Factors such as siting, scale, massing, colour, materials, orientation, 
details, the proportions of building elements, together with the spaces around 
buildings, including streets, squares, open space, landscaping and boundary 
treatments, will be considered in assessing that contribution. 
 
To ensure that there is a consistent approach to high quality development 
thropughout the City with an emphasis on creating quality places, the 
Aberdeen Masterplannign Process Supplementary Guidance will be applied. 
 
The level of detail required will be appropriate to the scale and sensitivity of 
the site.  The full scope will be agreed with us prior to commencement. 
 
Landmark or high buildings should respect the height and scale of their 
surroundings, the urban topography, the City’s skyline and aim to preserve or 
enhance important views. 
 
 
Policy D2 - Design and Amenity 
 
In order to ensure the provision of appropriate levels of amenity the following 
principles will be applied: 
 
1. Privacy shall be designed into higher density housing. 
 
2. Residential development shall have a public face to a street and a 

private face to an enclosed garden or court. 
 
3. All residents shall have access to sitting-out areas. This can be 

provided by balconies, private gardens, terraces, communal gardens or 
other means acceptable to the Council. 

 
4. When it is necessary to accommodate car parking within a private 

court, the parking must not dominate the space: as a guideline no more 
than 50% of any court should be taken up by parking spaces and 
access roads. Underground or decked parking will be expected in high 
density schemes. 

 
5. Individual flats or houses within a development shall be designed to 

make the most of opportunities offered by the site for views and 
sunlight. Repeated standard units laid out with no regard for location or 
orientation are not acceptable. 

 
6. Development proposals shall include measures to design out crime 

and design in safety. 
 



7. External lighting shall take into account residential amenity and 
minimise light spillage into adjoining areas and the sky. 

 
Development deemed to have an influence on public realm in the City Centre, 
Town, District or Neighbourhood Centres will make an agreed contribution to 
art or other enhancement of the public realm. 
 
 
Policy D4 - Aberdeen’s Granite Heritage 
 
The City Council will encourage the retention of granite buildings throughout 
the City, even if not listed or in a conservation area. Conversion and 
adaptation of redundant granite buildings will be favoured. Within 
conservation areas, neither conservation area consent nor planning 
permission will be given for the demolition or part removal of granite buildings 
(excepting those buildings that make an insignificant contribution to the 
character of the conservation area). Consent will not be given for the 
demolition of granite-built garden or other boundary walls in conservation 
areas. Where a large or locally significant granite building that is not listed or 
in a conservation area is demolished, the City Council will expect the original 
granite to be used on the principal elevations of the replacement building. 
 
The City Council will seek to retain original setted streets and granite 
pavements in conservation areas, and elsewhere if they contribute 
significantly to a sense of place.  Where the opportunities occur, greater use 
will be made of granite in resurfacing historic streets in the City Centre. 
 
The City Council will seek to retain coach houses and other large granite-built 
outbuildings adjoining rear lanes in conservation areas and conversion to 
appropriate new uses will be encouraged. 
 
 
Policy H1 – Residential Areas 
 
Within existing residential areas (H1 on the Proposals Map) and within new 
residential developments, proposals for new residential developmetn and 
householder development will be approved in principle if it: 

1. Does not constitute overdevelopment 
2. Does not have an unacceptable impact on the character or amenity of 

the surrounding area 
3. Does not result in the loss of valuable and valued areas of open space.  

Open space is defined in the Aberdeen Open Space Audit 2010 
4. Complies with Supplementary Guidance on Curtilage Splits;  and 
5. Complies with Supplementary Guidance on House Extensions 

 
Within existing residential areas, proposals for non-residential uses will be 
refused unless: 
 

1. They are considered complementary to residential use 



2. It can be demonstrated that the use would cause no conflict with, or 
any nuisance to, the enjoyment of existing residential amenity 

 
 
Policy T2 – Managing the Transport Impact of Development 
 
New developments will need to demonstrate that sufficuent measures have 
been taken to minimise the traffic generated. 
 
Transport Assessments and Travel Plans will be required for developments 
which exceed the thresholds set out in the Transport and Accessibility 
Supplementary Guidance.  Planning conditions and/or legal agreements may 
be imposed to bind the targets set out in the Travel Plan and set the 
arrangements for monitoring, enforcement and review. 
 
Maximum car parking standards are set out in Supplementary Guidance on 
Transport and Accessibility and detail the standards that different types of 
development should provide. 
 
 
Policy R6 – Waste Management Requirements for New Development 
 
Housing developments should have sufficient space for the storage of 
residual, recyclable and compostable wastes.  Flatted developments will 
require communal facilities that allow for the separate storage and collection 
of these materials.  Recycling facilities should be provided in all new 
superstores or large supermarkets and in other developments where 
appropriate.  Details of storage facilities and means of collection must be 
included as part of any planning application for development which would 
generate waste. 
 
Further details are set out in the Supplementary Guidance on Waste 
Management. 
 
 
Policy R7 - Low and Zero Carbon Buildings 
 
All new buildings, in meeting building regulations energy requirements, must 
install low and zero-carbon generating technology to reduce the predicted 
carbon dioxide emissions by at least 15% below 2007 building standards. This 
percentage requirement will be increased as specified in Supplementary 
Guidance. 
 
This requirement does not apply to: 
 
1. Alterations and extensions to buildings; 
 
2. Change of use or conversion of buildings; 
 



3. Ancillary buildings that are stand-alone having an area less than 50 
square metres; 

 
4. Buildings which will not be heated or cooled, other than by heating 

provided solely for the purpose of frost protection; or 
 
5. Buildings which have an intended life of less than two years. 
 
Compliance with this requirement will be demonstrated by the submission of a 
low carbon development statement.  Further guidance is contained in 
Supplementary Guidance on Low and Zero Carbon Buildings. 
 


